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Apply Online

The Internet EIM application is the preferred method for custormers to apply for and obtain an EIN. Once the application is completed, the
information is validated during the online session, and an EIN is issued immediately. The online application process is available far all
entities whose principal business, office or agency, or legal residence {in the case of an individual), is located in the United States or LS.
Territories. The principal officer, general partner, grantor, owner, trustor etc. must have a valid Taxpayer [dentification Number {Social
Security Murnber, Employer [dentification Murmber, or Individual Taxpayer ldentification Nurmber) in order to use the online application.

Apply By EIN Toll-Free Telephone Service

Taxpayers can abtain an EIM immediately by calling the Business & Specialty Tax Line at (800) 829-4933. The hours of operation are ¥:00
a.m. - 10:00 p.m. local time, Monday through Friday. An assistor takes the information, assigns the EIN, and provides the number to an
autharized individual over the telephone. Mote: International applicants must call (215) 516-69949 (Mot a toll-free number).

Apply By FAX

Taxpayers can FAxX the completed Form S5-4 (PDF) application to their state FAX number (see YWhere to File - Business Forms and Filing
Addresses), after ensuring that the Farm S5-4 contains all of the required information. If it is determined that the entity needs a new EIN, one
will be assigned using the appropriate procedures for the entity type. If the taxpayer's fax number is provided, a fax will be sent back with the
EIM within four (4) business days.

Apply By Mail

The processing timeframe for an EIM application received by mail is four weeks. Ensure that the Form S5-4 (PDF) containg all ofthe
required information. If it is determined that the entity needs a new EIM, one will be assigned using the appropriate procedures for the entity
type and mailed to the taxpavyer.

Other Important Information

Third Party Authorization

The Third Farty Designee section must be completed at the hottorn ofthe Form 55-4. The Form 55-4 must also be signed by the taxpayer
for the third party designee authorization to be walid. The Form 35-4 must be mailed or faxed to the appropriate service center. A third party
designee may call for an EIMN; however a faxed Form 55-4, with the taxpayer's signature, is still required. IRS assistors will take the
information over the phaone from the third party designee and ask the third party to fax the completed Form S5-4 to them (to the IRS assistor's
attention) at an administrative fax number. After receiving the faxed Farm S5-4, the EIM will be assigned and faxed back to the third party
designee, or given over the phone. The third party designee's authority terminates atthe time the EIN is assigned and released to the
designee.

References Related Topics

& Ermployer D MNumbers (EINS)
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Click here to apply for an EIN online.
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Apply for an Employer ldentification Number {(EIN} Online

Check Out Our Interview-style Application

Mo need to file a Form S5-4. We askvyou the gquestions and you give us the answers. Atter all validations are done you will getyour EIMN
immediately upon completion. Yau can then download, save, and printyaur EIN confirmation notice.

This EIM is your permanent number and can be used immediately for most of your business needs, including opening a bank account,
applying far business licenses, and filing a tax return by mail. However, no matter how you apply (phane, fax, mail, ar anling), itwill take up
to twio weeks befare your EIN becames part of the IRS' permanent recards. You mustwait until this aoccurs hefore you can file an electranic
return, make an electronic payment, or pass an IRS Taxpayer ldentification Mumber matching program.

Important information for Sole Proprietors

A sole proprietor can have only one EIM, regardless of the number ortypes of businesses you operate. Ifyou were previously assigned an
EIM a5 a sole proprietor, you must continue to use that number. Ifyou were previously assigned an EIN as a Household Employer, you
should use that number far your sole proprietor needs as well. Ifyou are unahle to locate your sole proprietor EIM, follow the instructions
located here. Ifyou need to update your business address information, complete Form 8822 (PDF) and mail itto us.

Important Information for Home-care Service Recipients

Ifyau are a home-care service recipient who has a previously assigned EIN either as a sole proprietor or a5 a househald employer, do not
apply for a new EIM. Use the EIN previously provided. Ifyou can not locate your EIN far any reasan, follow the instructions on the Misplaced
Your EINY Web page.

Ifyou are a home-care service recipient who does not have an EIN, do not use the online application to apply far one. You must apply for
wour Bl using one of the other methods (phone, fax or mail). For additional information, visit the How to Apply for an EIM Web page.

Attention Tax Exempt/Non Profit Organizations

® Contact My Local Office
m e-file Atthe beginning ofthe online EIN application process, you will he asked to check a box that best describes your legal structure. The legal
B Forms and Publications structure for all Tax Exempton Profit Organizations is found under the Tth option, "Wiew Additional Types, Including Tax Exernpt and
B Freguently Asked Questions Govemmemal Agencigs." Mon-profit organizations include corparations, trusts, limited liakility companie_s, and_uni.ncnrpnrated
_— associations that qualify for tax-exempt status under Internal Revenue Code {(IRC) A01{a) as descrihed in Puhlication 557, Tax-Exempt
P E T Status for Your Organization (FDF).
B Taxpaver Advocate Service
m here To File This Application Is Available During the Fellowing Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. Eastern time
Saturday: B:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eastern time
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Eastern time
APPLY ONLINE NOW
References/Related Topic
w.irs.gov/businesses inde, hikml

Click here to continue to the EIN Application online.
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EIN Assistant

Important Information Before You Begin

IUse this assistantto apply for and obtain an Employver Identification Mumber (EIR).
Dol need an EIMY

Colneed anew EIMNY

For help or additional information on any topic,
click the underlined key words, or wiew Help
Topics on the right side ofthe screen. Make
About the EIN Assistant sure that pop-ups are allowed from this site.

You must complete this application in one session, as you will not be able to save and return at a later time.
For security purposes, your session will expire after 15 minutes of inactivity, and you will need to start over.
You will receive vour EIM imimediately upon wverification. When will [ he ahle to use my EIMY

Ifyouwish to receive yvour canfirmation letter online, we strongly recommended that you install Adobe Reader before bedinning the
application ifitis not already installed.

* % * »

Restrictions

* [fathird party designee (TPDY is completing the online application on behalf of the taxpayer, the taxpayver must authorize the third
party to apply for and receive the EIM on his ar her behalf.

* The business location must be within the United States or LS. territories.
*  Foreign filers without an Individual Taxpayer [dentification Rumber {TIR) cannot use this assistant to abtain an EIM.

* |fyvouwere incorporated outside ofthe United States ar the .S territories, yvou cannot apply for an EIMN online. Please call us at
2158-516-6999 {his is not a toll free number).

Begin Application >>

[fyou are not comfortable sending information via the | net, download the Form S5-4 PDF file and the instructions for alternative ways
of apphyving.

IRS Privacy Policy

Click here to start EIN Application online.
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EIMN Assistant

1. ldentify 2. Authenticate 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation
What type of legal structure is applying for an EIN? Help Topics
Befare applyindg far an EIMN you should have already determined what type of legal structure, husiness, 9 wihiat if | do not know sehat

ar type aof arganization is being established. I (o [T S G e

arganization to choose?

Choose the type you are applying for. Ifyvou don't see yvour type, select "Wiew Additional Types”

Includes individuals whao are in business far themselves and househald emplovers.

- Partnerships
Includes partnerships and joint wventures,

L Corporations
Includes S corporations, persaonal serice corporations, real estate investment trusts (REIT),

regulated investment conduits (RIC), and settlerment funds.

7 Limited Liability Company {(LLC)
A lirmited liability company (LLC) is a structure allowed by state statute and is formed by filing
adicles of organization with the state.

' Estate
An estate is a legal entity created as a result of a person's death.

7 Trusts
All types of trusts including conservatarships, custodianships, guardianships, irrevocahble
trusts, revocahle trusts, and receiverships.

7 wiew Additional Types. Including Tax-Exempt and Governmental Organizations
If none of the above fit what vou are estahlishing, there are several others to choose from.

<< Back | Continue >>_| _ Click here to
IRS Privacy Palicy continue the

et

Individuals will need to select “Sole Proprietor”.
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EIM Assistant

1. Identify 2. Authenticate 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation
Sale proprietar includes individuals who are in business for themselves, or household employers. 9 What is Farm 10407

Fead the descriptions below and choose the type for which wou are applying.

* Sole Pr oprietol
A sole proprietorship is a husiness that has only one owner and is not incorporated or

registered with the state as a limited liability comparny (LLC). A sole proprietar can be a
sel-employed individual or an independent contractor. Sale proprietors (sel-employed
individuals) report all business income and expenses on their individual tax returns (Form
1040, LS. Individual Income Tax Return, Schedule C E, or F). A sole proprietor may or may
nat have employees.

" Household Employel
You are a household employer ifyou have hired someone to do househaold wark and that
worker ig vour employvee, Household employvees include: babysitters, nannies, au pairs,
cleaning people, housekeepers, maids, drivers, health aides, private nurses, caretakers, yard
warkers, and similar domestic workers.

<< Back | Continue »» | _ Click here to

continue the

Individuals will need to select application process
““Sole Proprietor”.

IRS Privacy Policy
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EIN Assistant
1. Identify 2. Authenticate 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

Please confirm your selection.

Confirm youdr selection of Sole Proprietor as the type of structure applying for an EIM.

What it is...

A sole proprietarship is a business owned by ane individual.

A sole proprietor can bhe a selfemployved individual or an independent contractor.

All buginess income and expenses are reported on the individual's federal income tax return.
A saole proprietar may ar may nat have employvees.

* & & B

IMPORTANT: A sole proprietor may have only one EIN, regardless of the number of businesses you
own or operate. if you already have an EIN, you must use that number for all of your sole proprietor
businesses.

What it is not...

* The husiness cannot be incorporated or registered with the state as a limited liahility company

(LLE.

[fyou need to change your type of structure, we recommend that yvou do S0 now, otherwise you will hawve
to start over and re-enter your information. Additional help may be found by reviewing all types of
oroanizations and structures before making your selection,

<< Change Type Continug >» | _ Click here to

continue the
application process

IRS Frivacy Policy
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EIN Assistant

Why is the Sole Proprietor requesting an EIN?

1. Identify 2. Authenticate 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

Help Topics

Choose one reason that best describes why vou are applying for an EIN. 9 | do not see my reason for
applying here. What

. should I chaase®?
> * Started a new business -

Selectthis option ifyou are beginning a newy business. 0 W e T s

. reason applies ta me?
" Hired employee(s)

Selectthiz option ifyou already have a husiness and need to hire employees.

' Banking purposes
Selectthiz option ifthe reason for applying for the EIN is strictly to satisfy banking requirements
or local law.

o Changed type of organization
Selectthig option ifyou are changing the type of organization you currently operate, such as
changing from a sole proprietar to a partnership, changing from a parnership to a corporation,
etc.

" Purchased active business
Selectthiz option ifyou are purchasing a business that is already in aperation.

* Click here to
continue the

IS Prvacy Pols application process

“Why are you requesting an EIN?”

“Started a new business’ should be selected as that i1s the closest to the

reason for obtaining an EIN.
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EIM Assistant

Your Progress: 1. Identify v 2. luthenticate 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

FPlease tell us about the Sole Froprietor.

;
Required fields

Must match IRS records or this application cannot be processed.

The only punctuation and special characters allowed are hyphen (-} and ampersand (&).

First name |John

Middle namelinitial |

Last name |Doe
Suffix (Jr, Sr, ete) | Select One =
s © |HRE | | HEEH

Choose One:

@ lamthe sole proprietar. € If you are applying for an EIN for yourself, select this option.

| arm a third party applying for an EIM on behalf ofthis sole proprietor.

Before continuing, please review the information abowve for typographical errors.

Contine>> | <gummmmm  Click here to

continue the
IRS Privacy Policy application proceSS
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EIN Assistant

Your Progress: 1. Identify v 2. Authenticate v 3. Addresses 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

Where is the Sole Proprietor physically located?

:
Required fields

The only special characters allowed for street and city are - and /.
Hote: Must be a ULS. address, Do not enter a PO, box, For military addresses click here,

Strest * |1 12 Main Avenue

City * Mountain City
StateflJ.S. territory * | MARYLAND (MD) -]

ZIP code |99912

Phone nurrber |999 | 111 | 2222

Dovyou have an address different
frorm the above where youwant € vas & po
wour mail to he sent?

Before continuing, please review the information above for typegraphical errors.

<4 Click here to

continue the
RS Prvact Poliey application process
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1. Identify v 2. Authenticate v* 3. Addresses v 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

Your Progress:

Tell us about the Sole Proprietor.

;
Required fields
The only punctuation and special characters allowed are hyphen (-} and ampersand ().

The trade name may ot contain an ending such as "LLCY, "LC7, "PLLCY, "PA", "Corp’, or "Inc’.

Mame of Sole Proprietor John Doe

Trade name/Doing business as I
(if different from name)

County where Sole Proprietor is located © | Montgomery

StatedTerritory where Sole Proprietar is I bAAR LAND (WD ;I
located
Sole Proprietor start date ©  August = 2009

Before continuing, please review the information above for typographical errors.

Continue >> | <u— Click here to

continue the
application process

IRS Frivacy Policy




Help | Apply Tor New FIN | Exit

v L - o
¥ Internal Revenue Service

United States Department of the Treasury

EIMN Assistant
Your Progress: 1. Identify v 2. Authenticate +* 3. Addresses v 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

Tell us more about the Sole Proprietor.

Help Topics
' Required fields 9 Wihatis Form 7207
Does your business own a highway motor wehicle with a
taxahle gross weight of 55,000 pounds or more? 7 vas F Mo
Dioes your business invalve gamblingMwagering? ’ i ves [;" P
Does your business need to file Form 720
(Caarterly Federal Excise Tax Beturn? 7 vas F Mo

Does yvour business sell or manufacture alcohol, tobacco, or
firaarms? T Wes (¥ Mo

Do wou hawe, or do you expect to have, any employees
who will receive Forms W-2 inthe next 12 months? i vas F P
(Forms W-2 regquire additional filings with the IRS.)

Before continuing, please review the information abowve,

Continue >> | _ Click here to
continue the
IRS Privacy Paolicy application process
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“Wour Progress: 1. Identify - 2. Authenticate +* 3. Addresses v 4. Details

nhirmation

VWhat does your business or organization do?

Choose one category that best describes your business. Click the underlined links for additional
examples for each category.

= Accommodations
Casino hotel, hotel, or motel.

7 Construction
Building housesiresidential structures, building industrialfcommercial structures, specially trade
contractors, remodelers, heawvy construction contractors, land subdivision contractors, ar site
preparation contractars

7 Finance
Banks, sales financing, credit card issuing, mortgage compamadbroker, securities broker,
investment adwvice, or trust administration.

£ Food Service
Retail fast food, restaurant, bar, coffee shop, catering, or rmohbile food sarvice

T Health Care
Doctor, mental health specialist, hospital, or outpatient care center.

= Insurance
Insurance company or broker.

£ mlanutacturing
mMechanical, physical, or chemical transtormation of materialsfsubstances/components into new
products, including the assembly of components.

7 Real Estate
Renting ar leasing real estate, managing real estate, real estate agentbroker, selling, buying, or
renting real estate far others.

7 Rental & Leasing
FRentlease autormohbiles, consumer goods, carmmearcial goods, or industrial goods .

T Retail
Retail store, internet sales (exclusively), direct sales {(catalogue, mail-order, door to doaor),
auction house, ar selling goods on auction sites.

0 Social Assistance
wouth services, residential care facility, services for the disabled, or community foodfhousings
relief services,

= Transportation
Airtransportation, rail transpontation, water transportation, trucking, passenger transportation,
support activity for transportation, or deliverywcourier service.

7 wwarehousing
Cperating warehousing or storage fac es for general merchandise, refrigerated goods, or
other warehouse products; establishmeants that prowvide facilities to store goods=s but da not sell
the goods they handle

© whaolesale
wholesale agentbroker, immporter, exporter, manutacturers' representative, merchant, distributor,
or jobber.

@ omer == Gelect “Other” for the type of business .
<< Back I Continue >> I - Clle here to

IRS Privacy Polic continue the
application process
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Your Progress: 1. Identify v 2. Authenticate +* 3. Addresses v 4. Details 5. EIN Confirmation

You have chosen Other.

Flease choose one of the following that best describes vour primary business activity:

Consulting
Manufacturing
arganization (such as religious, environmental, social ar civic, athletic, etc)

Rental

Sell qoods

Service

-
~
~
~
 Repair
~
~
&

Cther — please specify your primary business activity.  Fulfilling Federal Requirements

Select “Other” and enter “Fulfilling Federal Requirements”

Cantinue >> | - Click here to
continue the

application process

IRS Privacy Paolicy
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Your Progress: 1. Identity +* 2. Authenticate v 3. Addresses v 4. Details v 5. EIN Confirmation .

How would you like to receive your EIN Confirmation Letter?

You have two options for receiving your confirmation letter. Please choose one below:

S .
(= Receive letter online. This option reguires Adobe Reader, Reader-
You will be ahle to view, print, and save this letter immediately. It will not be mailed to ywau.

i Receive letter by mail.The IRS will send the |etter to the mailing address vou provided -
allowe up to 4 weeks for delivery.

Contrue »> | < Click here to continue
the application process
and receive your letter

providing your EIN.

Select this option to receive
your letter online providing
your EIN.

IS Privacy Policy
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m |ndustriesfProfessions

X An Emplaver Identification Mumber (EIMN) is also known as a Federal Tax Identification Mumber, and is used to identify a business entity.
m |nternational Taxpayers N l - ; T -
SeltE | d Generally, businesses need an EIMN. You may apply for an EIMN invarious ways, and now vou may apply online. This is a free service offered
m SelfEmploye

by the Internal Revenue Service. vou must check with yvour state to make sure you need a state number or charter.

Do Nou Meed an EIM?

Do vou Meed a New EIMNT

Howw to Apply for an EIR

Apply for an EIMN Online

Hovwe Long Will it Take to Get a Mumber?

Small Business/Self-Employed
Topics

m A-F Index for Business

m Forms & Pubs Misplaced Your EIMT

ot How ElMs are Assigned and Yalid EIM Prefixes

o - -

= Staring a Business Canceling an EIMN — Closing Your Account
m Husiness Expenses
m Businesses with Employees for an EIN Onl
m FilinofFPaying Taxes
m Self-Employed Individuals Check out our Interview-style anline EIM application. Mo need ta file a Form S8-41 We askvou the questions and you give us the answers.
m FostFiling lssues The application includes embedded help topics and hyperlinked keywords and definitions so separate instructions aren't needed. After all
m Changing Your Business validations are done vou will getwour EIMN immediately upon completion. ¥ou can then download, sawve, and print your confirmation notice.
-

N It's fast, free, and user-friendly!
lore Topics . .

Change of Ownership or Structure

Generally, businesses need a rrew EIMN when their ownership or structure has changed. Refer to "Dio You Meed a MNew EIMY to determine if
this applies to vour business.

IRS Resources
m Compliance & Enforcement References/Related Topics
Contact My Local Ofice
e-file

Forms and Publications
Freguently Asked Questions
Mewsroorm

Taxpaver Advocate Service
Where To File

Understanding our EIr (FOF)

Small Business Tax Workshop, Lesson 1 - What you need to know about federal taxes and your new business
Taxpayer Identification Mumbers (TIM)

Employer ldentification Mumbers dideo, Transcript)
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