Box 197,
Kenton on Sez.
Cﬁp&t 51{?1.

&th Nov. '86

Dear Ian,

Thank vou for your long letter of the 20th Oct, I mots whet you say in yyour
sugrestion that we might cort of combine forces in trying to set down some of the relative
history of N.Rhodegia for the bhenefit (?) of vosterity, dms any of the present day
generation read such records ? do they read Selous, Gordon-Cumming, W.D,M.Bell, and so on ?
Sanders of the River, Hagzmerd's King Solomon's mines, and a hundred others of the type
that perhaps brought us to Africa 7 Youw know so many people have urged me to write of
my 1life and experiences, but I have always stated that my own idea of a lot of modern books
is that they contain so much " Bull ¥ in order to get them %o sell, that I have always felt
that what were to me just every dasy experiences counld hardly be of much interest , I dont
know if T am right § its inst my idea ! However Tan I will 4ry and send you a succession
of accounts of = rather chesuered ecareer and even this I feel will only be my own thoughts
and remembrances as I go along and vou will have to digest the probable jumble and sort out
anything that vou think of interest or worthy of insertion for publication, I trust you wil
underatand what I mean, I dont really know vwhy I cams to Afries, I think it wms the fyvpe of
Books mentioned above that drew me.

1 was brousht vp in Somerset and Devon ( altho I was actually born in Wellington WNew
Zealand but dont remember moch ahout it ) T was at school st Blundell's in Devon, & grand
school in the country vhers as boye we had sbsolute freedon and no bounds st all e«r.c;avt
the nearby town of Tiverton, with the resnlt that one roamed the countryside cuite freely
and became observant of wild life in general and with one or two kindred spirits becsme
adept at poaching rebhits and vheasants in the surrounding woodlands and Trout in the
vivers ! all of which msde a most welcome m@kE addition to our grub in war-time England,
¥v home too was on z farm in Somerset and one had much shooting in the winter over a larre
area 50 that I was literally born with & gun in my hand and a rod as well !

Well the chance came to 20 to N.Rhodesia to join two friends in a soldisr-settler farm
venture, and at itwenty vears of age I landed in Mazabuka on Boxing Day 1920 having

come out in the old " Norman " { Union Castle ) and then six days on the train from Cave
town. Well farming was completely hopeless in those days the one and only merket for
produce was the Belgian Congo, everything went up there, the Copper Mines in the North hed
not then been started, Maiszewas the stavle crop and we get four shillinge a #two hundred
pound baz 1§ catile sold for anything from thirty shillings to four pounds each and so on
and there was literally no monev to be made and much misrepresentation on the part of the
Government and Colonial Office in their over-enthusisstic plans for ocolonisation.

Howsver one was voung and living cost next to nothing. There were no motor cars, sctuslly
there were two cars owned at that time in the Magabuka district, otherwise one went about
on = biecycle or donkey cart, horses wuld not live in those days of course thers being no

veacecine to combat horse smickness., However one lived cheaply and there was the Game !

You will aporeciate that in thos earlier days the country was run by the Shyxawimreiy

Chartered company under an Bdministrator, capital wes Kalomo but afterwards shifted to
Livingstone, the Colonial Office took over the Government of the country in I922 and from
then onwards we had & succession of Governors, of whom I seem to remember + he first was
Sir H erbert Stanley, a benign Jewish Gentleman and I think a benevolent and capable
Governor, well farming for me at any rate proved a failure, lack of sufficient capital
and so on and my ideas turned more and more to prefessional hunting Safaris and here agein
Jan I do stress that my writings are probably oonsiderably jumbled up as I write just as
thoughts come and you would have to if possible co-ordinate the whole thing if it ever
sventuates vou will understand me. Safari iz a word ccined long since but it will do for
use in our ventures , my name did become known in this connection and I started getiing
the odd enouiries through Rowland Ward an so on, I took out some interesting people, one
of the first was cuite elasborate consisting of Prince Yussouf Kamal of Sgypt, & brother of
%+ he old King Fuad and Prince Omar Halim of Turkey, a nuite large entourage 4.D.C and
Doctor cooks servants etc five cars and even their own drinking water in containers
brought from BEgypt. They came mainly for Bed lechws, the excellent Sable and Eland heads
obtainable in N,Rhodesia, lichtenstein Hartebeeste and Situtunga, I remember them all as
delightful people and most considerate in any strenwous problems such as :
car across the Xafue on dugouts and so on. However it was not easy Ho




the support of the Government for the support of any Exbxrsrssewwiemswirs
entreprensurism wich involved the entry into the already sacred Native Ressrves hy
Buropeans and one found the Provincial Administration increasingly obstructive, possibly
you yourself have found how extremely obetructiwe they COULD be, you see even towards
the end of the 20%'s the die was already cast for the distant future of the Territory and
became more and more noticeable as time went on, one's thoushts turned to Kenya and I
then planned a journey to Nairobi to explore prospects however this did not turn out
suite as planned as my brother in law who had joined me in the hunting venture and was
as keen and capable as myself was most unfortunately killed by a Crocedile just before
the nlan was finalised, it was a dreadful blow fo me. However I did maks ths trip to
Nairobi and Kenya later but first let me digress to give you a little information about
Iochinvar,

This huge Ranch a hundred and ten thousand acres 28 miles from Nonsze and
wounded on the North side by tha Kafue River { well you know it ) was originally taken
up hy a oompany known as the Rhodesia Cattle and land Company (Bulawayo). The Guiding
light in the enterprise was one Major Gordon, a pioneer I think of "The Colum ". The
floatation started { I think) about pervaps I9I? or I4., They built a most elaborate
house (for those times) all with narrow board floors for dancing ! all 1it by an
acetaline gms lighting system, hot water laid on to the house from the boiling mineral
gprings about a cuarter of a mile from the house and every lumury you can imagine
available in those times, the place was heavily stocked with cattle, an attempt was made
to fencs the WHOIE area [ ouite impractical of course becausme the Game was in such
cuantities that I would say that before you had erected as much ag a few hundred yamwd
yards it was all torn down again by herds of Zebra or Wildebeeste ! The Directors had
Season Tickets on the railway to and from Bulawayvo ( imagine the cost )and thes Ranch
became a Pashionable resort from Bulawayoe and was I was oredibly informed known as
" The Regent's Palasce " I However it was all doomed to failure, the War came and I
suspect bad mansgement and other reasons judging by much of the paper I destroyed when
I took over the Ranch, nor could I believe that the astronomical numbers of cattle
detailed as killed by Lions could have been correct , however all that is by the way,
vhen I was first soouainted with Lochinvay there was only an old men livine there as
caretaker by the name of Durrheim an extraordinary old character from the Cape Mounted
Rifles, who if he could get hold of it lived mainly on aleohol I should have said ! and
when inebriated svoke only Xoza ( spelling ?) the cattle had all gone and the days of
high living and Parties and so on had gone, and later the place was purchased by a
Belgian concern in Katanga who also only kept a caretaker there and everything fell into
disrepair as I could see when I vassed through there on occasions, the masses of Game
remained however in spite of the " Chila ™ hunting by the Ba-~Ila, These ' Chilas " were
as vou may know conducted by the encirclement of large masses of Game by hundreds of
Ba~Ila and walking inwards Spesred the Game as bunches broke through the ring , this
was of course the origin of the Mpumpe which was topved by a long reed with a tuft at
the +ip so as o make it visible to other hunters when in long six foot grass so that they
did notspear each osther, did you know that 7 Well anyway more of lLochinvar later.

Well anyway in I932 we did the triv to Neiobi in an A Model Ford, ouite an undertaking in
those days, up throush Kanona where there was Angac Mille did you ever know him ? he also
was & Hunter, also Ross who was killed by an Tlephant, Mpika, Dodoma, Irings, Arusha,
Athi Plains , Kilimenjaro to Nairobi, where I found once asain my friend Prince Yusouf
Kemal and incidéntally menaged to get him a couple of Chestah ecubs which he hadly wanted,
Also while in Nairobi I hapvened to mest the Director of the muwmsyx Belgian Company who
who owned Lochinvar, it was just a chance meeting and speaking about N.Rhodesia he asked
if I knew the place and so it came about that he said to me " Come now I sell ¥y ou the
Ranch ", I was completely taken aback as yvou may imagine but it transpired that they
actually did want to zet rid of i+, you will avoreciate that it was at the time of the
great world depression, and at that time in N.Rhodesia do you know that scores of
Suropesn employees at the Covper Mines were actually WALKING back to S.Afriea without any
money and begzing their way along the railway line, thats how bad it was Ian, I so well
remember it, well the outoome of this mesting was that I purchased lochinver and took it
over, did some repairs and so on and turned it into the most Fantastic private Game
Reserve vou can possibly imagine, Quite truly the Game inoreased under my protection in
the most incredible way and in a few vears I could heve shown you any day as many as
twenty to thirty thousand head of Game in the day, Buffalo, Eland, Sable Kudu, Hartebesste,
Lechwe (the place was just Red with them) Reedbuck Oribi and so on.



I felt that I had only to wait and I would find s wealthy buyer and make myself = fortune
ag I am sure anvbody would have, I tried to get theN,Rhodesian Government to nurchase it
but only found ovvosition to such a scheme even tho the foundation of a Game Dept . was
already in the offing. It became cnite well known and Visitors started ocoming to view the
masces of Game. I had considerabla trouble with poaching as you may imagine and could sget
no redress from the Police or Provincial Alministration and only succeeded in making mvself
unpopulad B However in the end I sent a ¢ elegram one day to the Governor { Sir Hubert
Young ) asking for his assistance THAT SHOOK THEM UP, and within ¥hours I had Police
Officers there and so on, and alsoe a vieit from the Governor and hies Lady themselves to
have a lock a2t the place, tuit by and large and in the end it 21l lapsed assin and never did
any real good, and one could ses that the die was cast as I said before as to the future of
N,Rhodesia, mmxx also vou know as the 30's went on the world drifted into War and there was
gimply knowing ( or hope ) of which wmy it was going and T was heart hroken and decided to
sell it which T 4id %o two joint buyers in Johanneshirg who never did anyithine with it
and I went back and looked after it for them and ran some cattle for the Copverfield
oold storage company there, Meanwhile the Game and Tsetse Dept came into being and I wes
offered a post as Game Ranger for the Southern Province, a pretty wide area ~nd I had to do
the elephant control in the Zambezi Valley from Chirundu up river to L:winvstem, and at
1ast felt that I had a foot into active Game Preservation, Bat vou know once memin every
man's hand seemad to be arsainst the unfortunste, incressed porulation snd developments
misad an outory aesinst the ‘setse Ply, and camapisns were launched to shoot off the
alresdy sufficiently harassed Uame in various aress, 1 so well remember my days in the
#xx Zambeszi Valley { thie wee of course before Kariba was thousht of ) thev started to
shoot Yame acrose- the river in S.Rhodesia and almost every minute or two one could hesr s
shot =acrose the river, do you know Ian they killed over six hundred thousand head of
Game on the S,.Rhodesis =mide before it wms sker stopred and it did not reduce the area of
Fly by one iota § I wrote to "THE FIELD" about this and they published a full page letter
shout it ocaptioned with the one word WSLAUGHTER ", Also on the road throurh Chirundu %o
Salishury they piemdx erected " Flv (ates " and decontsmination sheds where 211 cars had 4o
be svraved on sach fdx side of the river , now at sunset the gates were thrown wide open
and cars were alowed through during the hours »f darkness as it was held that the Fly wes
not active at night and wonld not be carried; ... what abyemal ignorance, to anvbody like
myself who has lived for vears in heavy Fly, it should be known thet in werm westher the
Fly is MORE active at night than in the daytime due 4o Tsetse bheing very subject to
dehydration, dear God the ignorance of the Office Wallsh }
Well in I949 it was suvegested that I do & survey of the Western arvea of the Namwals
&ismict in what was known as ¢+ he " Cattle Cordon Area " ( this was the srea traversed by
he old Baroitse Cattle Cordon whixh hz¢é been brought into being to prevent to svresd of
‘?‘ast Coast Fever ) vith 2 view to dwexiriwgyvit forming Xdcimk it into = National Park,
I knew the ares well and readily sccepted this commission

Hore of the above later, I am poing to digress & little, you meniioned Fvans of the 1§mke
one of the very grestest Englishmen I have always thought, ¥ ou will have read his book

% Sowth with Scott ¥ 2 classsic of Scott’s expedition to the Antarctic, Evans was in the

expedition as a laval Lieutenant and told me much of what they endured, well in 193§
the New Capitsl was opened with much vomp and ceremony »t Imskmx lusalks and numerous
Disnitarise had of course been invited to attend among them Admiral Sir Bdwerd Evans
who was High Commissionsr for S.Afries and also Commender in Chwf &% Simonstown, also
invited was Oswald Pirow K,C. who was then Minister of Defence at ‘retoria, they flew up
to Iusaka in a Glousester cuite a wighty sireraft in those days, and Evans most have
expressed a wish o see some Central African Came and the Governor (Sir Hubert Young)
whom I had entertained at lochinvar sucsesied to him thet he migsht like to visit the
Ranch and see the ame, so the Gloucester was flown down to Monme with Bvans snd his
Flag Captain and one of the Govi House A.D.C's . at Monge there was & very nondescrint
landing pground full of thorn bushes of which more anon, they then commandeered s couple
of L.D.V, wehicles from the Veterinary Dept. and came out to the BHanch about mid dsy, I
of course had no reason to be exvecting them and was lying under mv csr £ilthily dirty
and unshaven having just put in a new svring when the party arrived we were duly
introduced and thev came into the house and started to have & cup of Tea while I hed

s wash and brush un when an old £truck arrived driven by an old Afrikssner by name Ben




Vermaak, a real tough old @dd creature, however I said well Ben come in and have a cup
of Tea, these people have just arrived this is Admirel Sir Edweard Evans, Commander in
Chief at Simonstown but I have nt got the other peoples names yet but sii down anyway,

so Ben Vermask then says to the Admiral well Mister, pleased to meet you do you reside
in these varts ? well Tan I shall never ever forget the Flag Captain's face I thought he
might have a stroke ] at anybody addressing the Admiral like that ! it was a victure !
Hvans of ocourse was nuite ecual to the ocoasion because he replied " Nee Mynheer ek is
ven Kaapstadt ¥ and with that a Torrent of Afriksanse was showered on him by old Ben, of
course Evane oould not spesk 8 word of Afrikeanse really , it was so amsing.

Well anyway Evans said he had been sent down by H.E. to see the Game but he had to be in
Iusaka by Mid Dsy tomorrow in full Dress Uniform for the opening of the ‘“am*al, so I
said right well T will take you out now and show vou sorething of it and my wifs will
take you out in the early morning and I will zo in to Monze at four in the morning and
bring the Gloucseser out here you can land in front of the house and then wou can be
off to Lusaka. So that wes fine, Well T went in with the Pilot at four in the morning

to Monzme and found the Gloucester with both tyres flat as pancakes, and the Pilot said
well I will never get this airvcraft off ¢ he ground before this evening so0 you will have
have to go back and bring them in, however I went to the station and got through to Govi
House and asked for another aircraft to eome down and feteh them, then back ito the Hanch
found them all witing on the Air sitrip in front of the house Hvans said where is the
Gloucester and I said its dead with both tyres flat, Thank God Says Hvans I dont want to ®»
go to kmamkm Lusaka now y>u can take me out shooting ! I said well T have sent word for zmx
another aireraft to fetch you however we went out a saw plenty of Game assin and then in
to Monse and they got off the ground about § pm having missed the Ueremony and no other
plame had come for them, however before he left dvans said look ¢an we all come back here
on the way home 7 I will bring Pirow and we'll spend a couple of days with you and may I
shoot some trophies 7 Well vou know Ian I never allowed a shot to be fired there but

I thought well I'm & poor sort if I cannot let him have & shot or two and it does not
do any harm so I said yves of course you can Sir. Well two days later they ssiled inand
landed in fron# of the housg and I amy tell you we spent the most marvelous eouvle of days
topethar. They were the most marvelous company Evans shot a Lechm, a Wildebeeste, an
“ribi and something else I dont remember what, and the evening before they left we all
went out and shot Guinea Fowl, Sandgrouse and pheasants, Evans saying that every time any
body missed & bird he paid & shilling into the Kitty, well I assure you I won a handsoms

Eitty ! In the avening I asked the Admiral to tell me about the Trhekedi affair, well wvou
probably know nothing about it, what hapoened was that about 1933 Tshekedi had two
Europeans flogred for some Misdemesner, and there were reactions of course, and Bvans in
his capacity of High Commimsioner was sent up %o invesiimate the matter, mind vou very
likely the culprits richly deserved the punishment BIT you will a-wreciate that it had to
be Pooked into { in those days ! ) Well this was just up Fwvans's street , he took wp
two naval guns and g detachment of Bluejackets, and pictures were published in the
Tllustrated London FNewsof the onen air emouiry, BEvans sitting st the Centre of a half-
Moon of Blne Jackets with fixed Bayonets and the mx two Yaval Guns facing about five
thousand assembled Bamangwato, and much writing by Bxeter Hall ahout op-ression of the
Native neoples etec ete. So I said did you get a rasgberry sbout this ? snd he said not =%
all T was given a free hand and it was an outing for € he "bhoyr" and I thought it gmood
for the people to see something of the British ﬂaw, which agein of course is the Spirvrit
%t hat won the Bmpire. Hir tales of duty on the China Station were marvelous and finally
the evening before thev left he asked me if I hed anv Assegais, you know those long Ba-Ila
hunting spears to let him have, I said ceriainly Admiral help vourself there are plenty
taken from poachers, helv your self, they may come in useful in the next War ! He maid
well vou say that let me tell you of the action with Broke in the Channel, so he told us
the enthralling story, he wes then in comnand of The Dover Patrol which were Destrovers
and this particular night at midnight they ran into the Gerwan Patrol, Bvans put on his
searchlight and found a German olose to him, put his helm hard over and rammed her so
there t hay were locked together timx boarded and fought it out hand to hand in the mood
old stylethe first man on board the “erman was a Midshipman from ke and two hefty
Bluejackets grabbed him and put him back onto the broke saying get back Senny this iz not
for vou, -nd Ilan do you know who that Midshipman was 7 it was Mountbatien ! anyway
Bvans said it was a remarkeble scrap, he had fifty two killed ~nd wounded on his own
deck and he said he had vivid memories of a Biglermen with an axe, he said he killed a
lot of my men, he said a tresic thine was that the impact of the ramming killed 3Ex
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every man in the engima room of Broke except one, steam pipes broken, thrown into the

fire boxes and s0 o
They drifted abmﬁ in chanell sfter the German sank until dawn when another Vessel

came out from Dover and towed them in.

Returninz to the origin of the Kafue National Park, I started off by doing an inspection
of the whole ares from Yeshi Teshi southwards and after this had s look at it from the
Adr and found it entirely uninhabited south of Meshi Teshi, there was however a Native
settlement on tha West Bank of the Kafue about ten or twelve miles sbout Meshi Teshi
which T hoped might be moved { Katinti ) however T was not successful in getting these
nsople moved., However I put in a report that I regarded the ares as idesl for the formati
of such a Park as it is a heavily Tsetse Fly infested are and unlikely ever ¢ o he
developed for ang other purpose, also there was a good distribution of Game which would
with protectéon increase rapidly, and in fact I was proved so right, as the increase in
Game wag simply dramatic., I was then insiructed to so to Nammla, arrange for a house %o
be built for me there, take on staff and establish the Kafue National Park, so a dream
came true, Altho as you know the Park was demarked to extend right up the West Bank of
the Kafue and to the Busangs vou will apnmcia.te I was unable to give attention to that
Northern part and devoted my attention to the Southern half., Well Ian I can tell you that
by intensive Policing and mxixwakkimp naitrollingz the Boundary road I put in on the Rastem
aide T was able to check voachinez from thoze nearhy inhabited areas and the Game mxmidyxx
rapidly increased bevond mv wildest hopes, and within three Years I had s visit of
several deys from the Governor and his family vho proved extremely enthusiastic at the
large amount of Game so readily visible and a psrmanent Tourist Camp was put under wey.

I was always extremely grateful to the Governor Sir Gilbert Remnie for the support he
gave me and this was due in no small part to the fact that every year in August when his
children came out from Ensland for their long summer holidays thev always svent a couple
o8 weeks with me in the Bush and when returning them to Government House I always took
full advantage of the Governor's encuiry as to how things were gooing and did I recuire
him to put in 2 few words in t he right cuarier for help, it was a wonderful asset !

Game Reserves, It iz my considered opinion that when starting a Game Reserve you MIBT
keep it in an entirely natural stateand one absolute essential is that you MUST burn the
grass as early as possible each yea®, the natural state of the velt in N.Rhodesia at any
rate is that from time immemorizl the whole country is burnt, fire start about mid-June
and cintinue throughout the dry season, if you try to retain your grass v ou will lose your
Game as they move immediately to burnt aress where young grass emerges im&i&%@r after the
fires, if you also get late fires in tinder dry areas y ou do irreparable damsge to your
dx ttreesto the detriment of vyour browsers, burning is absolutely essentisl, T know all

soientiste blologists will throw up their hands in horror at such a susrestion, BUT how
many arm chair scientists have spent their years in the field ? Wild animals are very ocuick
4+ o recognise vrotection and this becoms a problem, in that they congregate in the nlwmys
mach reduced area, thev to much extent lose their migratory instincts and as a result we
have over population mnd the resultant necessity to oull, sll wrong you know, Also remember
this in denriving human beines of the hunting of the animals you are upsetting a balance,
Man i & natural predator and by stovoing his hunting you are very definitely upsetting a
balanoe, also T think it is in some way esesential %o keep your Yame WIlDymen is the only
thing wild animsls fear they care nothine for the other predators, lions, Leoparde and

an forth v on will see nlenty of Game grezing veacsfully within a stone's throw of some
Lions, they know perfectly well when the Lione are dangerous. Poaching under néttral
conditions does almost no damage, for instance killing Game by digging Game ths, “has been
going on for tiousands of vear and still there was Game, if you take a spear and a dog and
run for hours afiter 2 buck vou are welcome to have him, this is why a huge Game Heserve may
the size of Botswens in which natural hunting of #ame went on would be ideal all balances
would remain the same, it is THE GUN which has to be avoided ahd the wire snare which ie
another deadly thing, but natural and primitive forms of hunting do no damage 2t all.

It is the geeatest mistake o provide artificial water sunplies for Came, as the pans dry
up the Jame moves to other natural mwex sources of water, if you suprly pans with artificisl
water such a bore holes near by to kesp water in 2 van you are in for trouble in thet
integtinel worms will thrive in the water , at Robins in Wankies Perk I hed %o destroy large
mirbers of animsls mainly Ssble so weak with worms as to be mere skeletons, Oame Reserves
today seem 0 be run more for the comfort of the Tourist than with regard to the welfare of

the UGame

®



Teetse Fly. The Kafue Sational Park is heavily infested with Tsetze Fly and an
interesting fact is that I found I got very thin with being ssmkrimmmXiyx constantly
bitten by the Fly, if y ou have read Selous " Hunter's Wanderings v ou will notice
that he says he beosme " excessively thin ™ as 2 result of cont inmed bites from Fly.
An interesting thing iz that T kept my Labrader Dog Jet with me for ten years in the
Kafue Park but he never contracted TPrypanosomiasis and vet wes bitten all t he time by

Fly, for the first two years I gave him esch month a smell injection of Antricide but
afier those first two vesrs I discontinued it and he apreared thereafter to be immune,
There iz Sleeping sicknese there snd I had two cases among the Native staff, one died
and the other spneared to recoved, The mmk prophylectic for this is Antripol BUT it is sx
e8id not to be a hundred per cent effective and IF having teken Antrinol one conirscts
gleepihg siclkmess it is s=2id to be surely fatal, so we did not attempt any preventive,
You will probably know ofxduyemyxfive Johnny Uysvho wae 2 member of our Game Dept in
H.Bhodesia, he was exceptionally sood in the veldt snd was my devoted assistent there
for over = vear and I wee extremely sorry when he was caslled to other duties, he wms
later killed by 2n elephant at Dett in S.Rhodesis while taking s group of Tourisis *o
vhotograph elenhant, he had sbsolutely no fear of anything and was freruently very
incautions and I had meny ftimes felt that this could be his undoing and it waes so, T well
remember 2 brave thing he did, he was following a lioness that had killed some cattls,

it was pouring with rain and having for the moment lost her swoor he was stending still
and looking around when almpst at his feet the saw three tiny oubs huddled fogether in
the cold rain, and at that moment the Lioness charged him but the bush wes thick and

he could not see 40 ghoot her nor did she come right through in her charge, Johnny

bent down and scooped up the cubs putting them inside his shirt and hacked away, that
night he took them back in a box and shot her sz she came to them. He gave me one a
Lioness snd kent the other two. The one I took was suite remerkable, without her eves
apen even she took to a2 bottle at once and reared very easily on milk and ravw eages and
later on Marie bisouits until she could take meat, she slept in our bathroom on a cushion
and grew fast and when she was too big to be allowed freedom I sent her by Air to
Bdinbureg Zoo ib Scotland as they were anxious to get truly wild blood, Dear Kali she
grew into a huge Lioness I have a photo of her tskenlater in the Zoo. I have had st

times almost 2ll wild animeles as vets it is most interesting to s=e how soon they will
noclim-tise themselves %o living with human beinss. At lochinvar we had Zebra, Wildebeest
Lechve,Sable, and so on all verfectly teme and free to wander., I have had manv Cheetahs
which one becomes very fond of they are good watch dogs and can recognise & strange
footster outside the house long before seeing the person. One which I had for several vea:
used to jump up onito the truck and sit onto of all the Katundu with the Navives and the

dog cuite havnily for even two hundred @diles, he was once nearly killed bv a Lion down
near Machili, my wife and I were sleeping on top of the lorry and I had fied the cheetish
with his chain round the shaft of the lorrv for the night becasuse of the doge in a nearhy
village, I woke unas I felt him nhit the end of his chain and shining s torch I eaw a fine
male Lionlying flat by the side of the lorry and looking at the Cheétah, he would have
killed him without =my doubd however he ouickly cleared out when I shouted at him,
I had 2%t one time & Hippo as & pet, I happensd to have shot a Hippo in the river and
in the morning on going down to skin and cut it up there must have been Tifteen or twenty
hinpo in the vool and close against the bank there was a baby hivro vhich all of a suddes
started to soueal and I realised it had beon grabbed by & Urocedile, I raninto the water
with one of the staff vho drove a spear inio the Croc which let go ahd we hauled the
little Hippo ashore sbout the sisze of & small pig. badly gashed by¥ the Croc's teeth
bvut I bound it up and annlied some pounded up roots brought by an Ila boy who said
this would heal the wounds and indeed it did, and the Hi-no thrived and grew and grew
on & dose egrs & day in a gallon of milk ! and was always unhappy if it wae out of our
sight. When it weighed about four hundred pounds I menaged to take it to Preforia
Zoo where it lived for thirty five years 1!
I have been so often asked about the danpger of living and beibg so much smong wild and
dangerous animels, and having had frightening experiences, but you know Ian nothing
much ever happens really, fear is a thing to be avoided at all times, have yyou ever
read a2 book called " Fear and be Slain " there was so much ¥truth in it, I $think
there is something in doing your best o beooms a wild snimal yourself and see every
#thing from that pointof view ? each and every animal is an individual you know and



they cannot be classzed as one entity, they differ in temperament as much as human beings
gome are never able to relax the same as some of our kimdxwsxx kind are never able to §
Fear as you know is associated with an inoreased flow of adrenalin in the iw® blood and
this can be detected by animals with their keen sense of smell and I think is responsible
for a large number of accidents with animals, I have shot in the course of my duties and
hunting a matter of some hundred and thirty or more Lions, and I cannot remsmber more than
perhaps three or four occasions when I was in and real danger, and incidentally you know I
have always found that danger is always more apparent £than real, if you can understand me,
mach of what T may onll agzgressiveness in animals is a protective demonstration, wounded
animals are different of course but except in sxceptional circumstances it takes tremendous
vbovooation before an animal will attack you, and then only from extramely close cunarters
vhich mighi be measured in yards or even feet, THAT dis the animal that probably has the
advantaze and kills you, I so well remember one occasion when I was following a lion that
had killed one of my donkeys, I had wounded him during the night and was following him in
grass perhaps waist hiighthe dog literally fall over him primg 1y ing in the grass and
without & grunt or anything he came straisht at me in a low rush Tiwkrbisickesiey like
lightening, I shot him straizht in the face and as he fell beside me his tail struck me a xk
sharp blow aeross the legs, it is something I have always remembered as showing how
inoredibly cuickly these things can happen , and that is as I said before an occcasion of
extrems prowocation. People have so often asked me about deliberate man-eating by Lions,
T consider this 4o have hesn vervy rare in N.Rhodesia, I remember a Civil Servand hy the name
of Goddard beinz killed and eaten by a Lion at a frest hut on the road up to Mpika , and
a District Officer named Jelf being badly injured bv a Lion vhich sntered through the window
of hie house alse in the N.Bastern district and he only escaped becsuse a Messengsr came
to his rescme and in the Melee menapged o shoot Jelf through the lag and the Lion escaped }
The onlv case I have ever personally had was at Neoms and a woman was killed and saten
at Katinti village some miles up the river, I zot the meesare earlvy the next morning snd I
gt 111 feel that what happened was this... it was dusk and the old woman was sitting outside
ner hut out in the gardens ocooking over a small fire, three youngish lions came wandering
along the path in the gardens and as they came round the corner of the hut they were so
close t o her that I feel + hat theymay have thouszht she was a Baboon (with her back to them
and without a thousght they pounced on her and then ate her, I may be wrong , but evenis
at any rate did not provs me risht, I ftold the veople this was my idea and thét I doubted
it would havven agzain, I was never more wrong, because every nichit for a week afterwards
those three lions came to the Villagze and scratched around trying to get into the huls,
well I realised this could not so on so I shot a Wildebesste and tied it to a tr&e in
the village, they came that nisht and ate some of it, so the next night I went # sat there
and they returned about 8 pm when it was dark and T shone the light on them and shot one
she only went about a hundred yvards and T found her dead in the morning, the other two
came back ovresently and started feeding, I switched the lisght on aeein and they were
lying ‘broadside on to me feeding and I killed them both with one shot , a curious and most
unusual thing but they were so close to me and the ,404 is fairly powerful. Now one must
remember tha it was wild count ry and these Lions Might possibly have killed somebody
hefore and it had not been heard of, one can never know,
I e#nsider the most dangerous creature is a oroocodile, as I said before my brother in law
was killed by one and aﬁ'\ﬂe T was at Neoma Peter MoClaren of the fisheries Dent was killed
by one just above Meshi Teshi, he hafl stayed the night with ns at Neome the nisht before
end T said o him look Peter if vou are going up river do bhe careful of crocs as they are
g0 numercus up there, dont get upset in the dugoul, but I 4id not say dont walk into the
viver ! anvay it was blistering hot in October and he walked int o shallow water is cool
himself and a bir ovoc grabbed h im, his boys pluckily got him away from t he eroc but
he b led to death almost immediately (femoral artery ). Also at lochinvar one of my boys
was actually taken out of the dugout in a lagoon as he dipned his hand in the water, the
water was only waist deep and he got away from the croc but when he came to me one could
see + he bhone of his arm laid bare and he was never able to straighten his arm again.
Likewise in the Zambesi Vallev I remember mv friend Colin Hensman sitting on a sandbank
fishing and he went to sleep and a ocroc came out of the water and grabbed him, he got
away from it but had %o have his foot amputated, they are dreadful creatures, and tha
losses of ecattls at the B~Ila cattle vosts on the ¥afue were enormous. I also remember
a Lion ¥killins a beast at a village on the river and on being chased off by the Village
vaople h e jumped into the lagoon and was swimming across when a Croo took ¥him. I found ¥x



at Namwala that ¢t he Lions thourght nothine of swimming scross the river, one learns all
kinds of things § On anothsr occasion far down in the Park I wae driving my Landrover
along a smsll siream and there was & large mesle lion lying by & pool eating a pile of
small fish whieh he had scoeved out of it, alse at Npome we used to 2 lot of fishing

in the river =mtmwmx shove Meshi Teshi and coming home we offsen ran intoe some lions on

% he road and I used 4o stop and throw them some fish and they always vicked them up and
ate + hem., Another time T was driving along in the lLandrover wit h some fowls in a
basket and meeting my friend Boykis ( = big male lion ) on the road I threw h im out 2
white Cockerel, which immediately ran back and took cover under the Landrovwe, no
trouble to my friend he tried t o scramble under the lendrovee to get hold of it and
nearly upset us imkxm into t he bargain as he lifted the Landrover of the ground as

he vushed underneath, what med thines we did. Amazing the things one can do with wild
snimals when vou have no fear of them and they get to know you, I used $o drive among
these Idmwsswivedws Lions and stop amongst themy; no doors or anything on the open
“sndrover, so close I ocould feel their hot breath on my bare knee, I wouldtake a short wk
piece of siick , vut a lump of meat on the end and try to get them to take it from me

Wit they would never meke Ixdwyy that sctual contact with me, if I then dropned it off the
stick they would then eat it, vou must rewsmber these were actuslly wild Lions which

had fot to know me personally so well that I could do t his with them. The herd of
Buffalo that lived avound Neoms and mumbered eventually about =2 thousand wes also so
remarkably tame that I used %o drive among them and they would come rushing wup in

vlay, iust like cattle shaking their heads =at me and prancing around, nobody else could
have done it of ecourse hecause t hey knew me and knew my car as distimct from any others,
I have heard it said that snimals are colour blind, I do not believe it, why shounld they }
why should thev not see svervthing enuslly as we do ? Also Ian I deny that there Zmmmyx
ie any such thing s protective eolouring in the animal world { as distinet from birds
and insects yhich obviously have it ) here vou have dozens of different animals with
fantastically different oolouring, the Zebra, the Lechwe, the Buffslo etc , all with =
common eneny the Lion, who cert ainly takes no note of colouration, he does®nt have to !
If there is any protection it is in a completely stationary object, it xrou keen still
you are often invisible, and the only to the unitrained eve ? ij.ane and Laopsrds have I
will admit strateric mmsdwriwgyr colouration they nesed it, another interesting thing ¥
noticed is the way these carnivora do their killing, I noticed how clesnly all their
kitimdxx killing is done, they mske their final rush at incredible speed along side the
animsl and strike his front legs which almost certainly brings him down snd then as cuicl
as lightening thev have him by the throat and keep on dragging him round beckwards

away from his kicking lezs and in no time he is throtiled and dead, scassionally of ocourse
an snimel will pet swey from the and heve some had gashes butb mainly the killing i=s r~uiel
and clean Just like thet . I once found 2 Buffelo cow hanging by the neck in the fork
of 2 low tree,killed by an elephant and put t here for some reason who would knew ?

it Nroms zlse I found = Lion just trampnled into the ground and killed by some Buffals.

8t Negoms zlso & ceme on = Puffalo freshly shot by & native poached with 2 muzzle losder,
vou know these old tower muskets they had, I cut the bullet out to see what hed killed
the Buffalo, it was & battery terminal ! it still hed the “plus merk" stemped on it !

Th e Vultures are often a sure sign of a poacherg, often of course its & lion kill,

vut I found 2 mumber of poschers by wetching the vultures there is little escene from

the sves of wultures, znd I mey tell ¥y ou t hat on occessions on the Flats I heve shot

a Lechwe at say 250)300 yerds and before I had got o him there were Vultures there !
Friwpmy HHivpo..vou had 4o bs careful of these in the river, they were mumerous and meny
of them extremely cheeky due merhans to the dresadful wounds meny of them hed through
fighting, I had an extremely narrow escape from one which tried to unset my hoat when

I had the Governor's children in it with me, it wms every nasty moment, I did have the
bost holed on another oceasion by a Hirpo with nine hows in it bubt nobody was hurd, but
its not funny I csn tell you. I think I told you elssewhere about the Hunter Chris Walker
heing killed by that well knowm elephant Siachiteme, this was way back in 1926, he was
hunting in that Cordon area and two young men figom Choma keen io shoot a Buffalo,

Geoff Beckett and Dave Medrthur had mensged to go out %o his camp on & mrtor cyvele and
asked him to help them, he said ves easy tomorrow mornine we'll eet a Buffalo so in the
morning the were on the svoor of some Buffalo when they crossed the track of this mighty
Siachitema who had & very sisnificant footorint which I later saw myself, so »f course
Chris st onece followed it and thev came un with the eleohant following him throush thick



forest just on the edse of the oven Mopani, well of courze the elephsnt broke back onto them
and what havnnened was never clear but he hit Chris ascross the back of his neck with his
trunk and killed him, the two younssters ran screaming as you may imegine and had to be
colleoted by the Natives who were with them,Xssivimvimiswsx they got down to Mulansga to

the Policeman who was in charze of the cordon in those davs ( lancaster who I kmww) and
he took Chris's body back ahd buried him at Mulanga I often in later vears had a look at
the Gravestone which was later trampled into the ground by an elephant, vou cen imagine

what the Natives said about that ! but it onlv MIGHT have been true, ”

You Ian in vour occupation will have reslised the terrible destruction man has been
responsible for in t he commercislisation of Natures resources, the dreadful destruction
of Game was due almost entirely io the fact that t he meat could be readily sold, the

same with the fish in the Kafue which were completely decimated by the netting , every half
mile of river from Kafue to Hamwala { some 250 miles ) had its fishing camp - with

day long fishing, no wonder there were no fish left even before I left N.Rhodesia,
Bangweulo and parts of the N,Bastern district were plagued by killers from the Covper
Belt and so on early in the 20's the Flats on the north bank of the Kafue as far as Blue k=
Lagoon were becoming denuded of Game by the Afriksanse hunters among the Ilusaks distriet
farmers who ae soon as the dry season started were out there in force with their wagins
and horses harassing the Game from the Nwembeshi westwards,

After I retired from the N.Rhodesia Uame “ept, I worked as s temporary Warden at Robine
Camp at the ton end of Wankie Game Reserve, I dont know if you know it but exvect you must,
I lived in the "Tower", my impressions of Wankis Game Reserve I am afraid were not very
favourable, it is a2 very excellent Game Heserve BUT the methods of running it in those days
ieft much to be desired, for instance =t Robins Uamp I regarded it as a complete shambles,
there was of course a large Native Compound where the African sitaff lived in the most
unbelievable scualor, just grass and daggs huis, no latrines, or proper cleanliness
fapilities, not Uniforms or anything, and this mind you in a Tourist Camp that was fully
booked for most of the dry seasom, one was given no responsibility, not even trusted with
the money to pay the staff wages at the end of every month, this was done by a spscial Fwmores
from the Officer in charge of the $xwimix Park at lain Camp a hundred miles away XEX ! For
instance if one of the Vehicles needed even & new Fanbelt one was not even allowed to
purchase one on (Govt Behalf from & loeal source , but a man had to come risht up from Wankde
to fit it and sé on, one could not credit it. You know under the Smith Govermment the grafy
and centralisation of everything had %0 be smsen to be believed, when I lefi there they owed
me & hundred pounds which I just eould not get out of them, there apneared 1o be no apneal
well ves there was an anneal to the Civil Service Commision but my repeated letters in this
resnect were all suooressed, and a senior officer who shall be nameless said to me " you
are foolish to ke»v on ahout this, vou will never get the money you have not eot the richt
connections 11! this was cuite tvpieal of it all, however it just hannened that three months
after T left I was stavins with some friends and Yelensky came in for sunper, he was

was introduced to me and we g0t talkins and he asked me what T did and =0 on, I said well I
have just finished a eourse of work for your Government and I simoly regerd the system as
completely lackine in intesrity ete ete, he said whats the trouble ? so T told him, and he
said please samd me ocopniss of the correspondence if you still have them, vhich T did and
recaived a letter bhack to say that the Treasury had been instructed to »ay me the sum of
£IT0 1} so vou ses T DID have a conneection afitsr s11, but the was typliecal of the

shameful svetem as I saw it. Since then I am sure conditions have improved. One of the most
remsrkable thines ccourred while I was at Robins, ...at & neighbouring farm two big male
lions got into an almost imnregnable cattle krall in which were I00 lovely two year old
Afriksander heifers, and I wme called over in the morninz to sees the destruction, it was
stagrering, these two lions had killed 62 of these cattle, they opaid the pemalty the
following night, but it was smell comvensation for the damage | I could not have kmidwmixik
believed it had I not personally seen it.

Major W.B.Poles, M.C. joined the N.Rhodesia Game Dept. aporoximately at the same time that

T did, and we wers close friends, he was allotted the N.Hastern area and his davs in the
luangwa Valley should make enthralling reading when he has collscted all his writings

into an entity, he is a most accomplished authority on Wild Life an I am sure put together
a valusble record of the ¥.Bastern Areas. He now as von know lives in the area vhere I
roamad 22 & boy and we have evervihine in common in our love of the Wild. He is the same age
as myeelf, and vhen he left the Game Devnt. he went to Blue lagoon and looked after it for
Ronnie and Brica Critchley, he decided to leave after six months and went back to %nsland,



and I went out there and took his place with the Critchleys, of whom we were both wery
fond, however it was difficult to reconcile the well being of some two thousand head of
cattle with the vreservation of the Game for various reasons and afer six months I left
there and went to Matetsi in S.Rhodesia 1o look after a cattile Ranch there., Assin there was
the confliet of abundance of Game and the wellfare of the cattls, it was oo r cattle
countrvy and the oonstant devredations of Lion and lsopard wers heartbreaking, there was an
unending supnly of Lione ! no metter how many I shot, and the Leopards used to roam the
paddocke at night devouring the newly born ealves,
Then the Terrorist sctiwities started. It wee uninhsbited country right away to the
Rotewana border and the old "Hunters Roed" , what memories of Selous' Books used to mem
cross my mind as I explored this country, it wes wild and desolate and sandy wastes but
there was water enough for Game, Tsetse Fly wes still there in parts, I began to notice
about 1965 fximk +that on some of the elephant and Game paths there were footprints, =
and T also started to come upon places whers Netives had obviously camped for 2 nisht or
so, nothing permanent, but they were obviously not poachers because there were no simms of
Game having been killed, once or twice I came upon a fresh camp with pots etill on a fire
and evidence thetthe peopls muet have just left , perheps had hesrd me and my African
coming or ssen us , vou will know what I mean, once I found a camp hidden in the bed of
a stesp river bed, and my Masawe Bushman who wes always with me laid his hand on my srm
as I started %o so down the steep bank to have 2 look, and said " No Bwena dont go down
there ", however we did go down and found nobody as ususl, they had melted away ! but
I could get nothings out of my Bushman, if you know these people you will know that they
have many secress that thev will never ever tell you, of course he knew who they were, but
once arain I found that these Terrorists were coming into our little farm stors to buy
thinge, dressed as Women, I maid to the store~-boy " who are these people "? and his only
reply was " DBwana these are bad people ¥, Then I knew who they were, the sort of
advance—gzuard of what was coming, and vhat was slready astir in other parts of S.Rhoderia.
T went up to the Victoris Falls snd saw the Poliecs there and told them of what I was
constantly findineg and what my suspicions were but they just laurhed me to scorn and seid
T wes iwExiwyxiwiwex imegining things, ( can you believe it ?) but this was typical of
the S,Rhodesis (overnment arrozance and intolerance and overbearingness that wes to be
their downfall lster on., T must mention for = moment what a simply wonderful creature that
¥aeawa Bushmen wae, he was literally = wild animal in his knowledge of everyithing in that
wild country, following the svoor of snimsls not so much as by the spoor iteelf but by
hie knowledge of whers they were ming and what they were actually going 4o do lonr before
one haed secitual evidence of it, I cannot explain it, just too wonderful, in my “ong life in
the bush I have newver had such a fantastic compenion in that he could tell vou exsctly
what the animel vou were following was going to do and when and where he would sfop, he
actuelly did not nsed to follow the visusl spoor but knew exactly vhere it wee going and
sure encugh vou would pick un the spoor asmsin, fentastic,
Well anyway I had to leave Matetsi because Smith's declaration of U.D.I. was too
mich for me, what little money we had was in Britain, and as y>a know sverything was blocked
and one pould got no income, so we just had fo vpack up and come %o S.Africa. However Smith
g0t his deserts, it was 2 rebellion agsinst the Crown, and in my opinion if Churchill had
been in power a2t the time he would have sent out a Division to take over the country and
taken Smith back for Trial., Thet Wilson should have put up with such impertinence I have
nevar been able to understand, it wae a rebellion against the Crowm and punishabdle as such.

You have mentioned vour Lechwe Head, what did you do witr it ? it is obviously very well %
worth recdrding , v ou ask what did I do with mine, it is shown in Rowland Werds Records
T97T edition as the World Record 3. ins, . Well I shot it at lochinvar in I942, and
subsecuently had it mounted by J.R.Ivy in Pretoria, it was my ambition to give it to
the H.C.Maydon collection in the British Huseum ( H.C.Maydon one of ¢ he great hunters of
3 211 time and whom T had met seversl times and had very much reeard for him)
nowever after the War shipping space was impossible for years and I eventually geve it 1o
Reay Smithers who was a great friend and in charge of the Museum in Rhodesia, I saw the
head = couple of times afterwards, it hangs in the Bulawayo Museum, but where it might be
now is anvbody's gness 1111l I knew the Leohwe so well, and by looking at anv heads or
rather I think T should say skins I oould have told you what ares of the Kafue they came £
from, each area skins differed cuite distinetly o anvbody who had lived among them as
T had for so lonz. And now for one of my usual sarcastic criticisms ! Rowland Ward WAS as
vou know regarded as the authority on Big Game etc. Well now look at your sdition and just



see some of their writings, Black Lechwe nuoted as coming from the Kafue Flats, what
stark rubbish, the Black Lechwe comes from the Bangweulu area ONLY.... and you know Ian

it is just 2 loeal wvariety not a different species. .... Againﬁaw}ané Ward on The Lion
Page 172, The tuft of = lions Pail conceals a ouricus claw.... did vou ever hear or

resd such Balderdash T.... Armin page 122 on the Xudu, cuptes the Xudu as being extinet
in the Kruger National Park... can you believe such tripe Kudu still exist widely in
S.Africa as you know. This iz the smort of thing that always infuristes me orass igsnoramce
on the vart of writers. By the way I had a letter from Bustace Poles this morning he has
recently had a2 bad accident with a Oas Lamp, and fortunate not 4o have lost his life W
the sound of i%. I think I have mentioned somewhere slse that if wou took me blindfold
up to any wild animel and let me rub my hand on it I could tell you by smelling mv hand
what any animal was, this sort of knowledse Ian is only the result of a lifetime svent
among them. Ddd vou know for instance that a Duiker has no 221) on its live® ? nplesse
tell me why this ig, I should be mont interested 1o know, Do ¥ nu know that anv of the
smaller buck can be called up to within a few vards of vou { alwaye nrovided thev dont
see vou ) I must have used this ruse to zet some meat many hundreds of times, it never
fails, vou might not think there was anything around but one can conjure up & Duiker and
on on from the most unlikely nlaces, I cannot set the necessary ingredients here but there
are so many small buck in thizs thimkly bushed area I know it would work like s charm herel
Have you read " Survival of the Free " by Wolfgang Englehardt, or else Frhardt, but I think
the first is correeci, 2 wonderful pvhotographic hook on Uame and incidentally the only
photographs of any nerson in it are of ME taken at Neoma by the N,Rhodesian Govt Fworkwrram
Photosresher Nigel Watt, on an exredition to take » wnderful enllection of vhotos in the
Kafue Nation=z1l Park. Inai&&n%&llv also let me tell you a svory sabout that, I went up o
Insska to arrange this exvedition with him ( I had never met him before }.i«fsu he came and
stayed with us at Neoms for ten days on this exercise . And when he left he =mid to me M VYou
know Len I owe you an apology, when yon came up to Lusaka to arrange this vieit to Npome
and after vou had left the office T said to my Secretary You know I think that chap is a
bit of a Playboy § and now I want to tell vou len that T Take it 211 back in Capital
Letters ! its been just wonderful ¥ I thought it was so niee of him, well after all in
Imsaka I had just come from Government House and did not loock exmetly like a Bush Wallah !

T have just sot yonr letter ( undated ) but postmerked 2I/II/85, Yon will not find my
writings anvihing ‘szﬂ as good ssiustace Poles 's, because I never had any interest in
writing, took it =21l too much for granted I expect, YOU Ian will have to smort out all
I have written. &.nd I have literslly no vhotographs excert relstively unimvortant ones
but T will send vou a few ancient ones vwhich you can throw away if uninteresting,

Have you read "Rhodesian Ehymes " by Cullen Gouldsbury ? long out of print of course but

v ou MICHT be able to zet a copy they are just fantastiec, mr cony is » revrint of course

Erx®hidm by Philpott & Collins of Bulaswayo I932. The origzinels mmst have been written
arly thie century ! If vou are addicted to Poetry they are an absolute MUST for vou, and

Ao let me knov.

You have mentioned Kidson ( Ron Kidson at Tmpangeni ? ? ) no I have not met him but just
know of him, perhaps his father was Reuben Kidson of the Veterinsrv Dept in ¥N.Rhodesia

vest I knew him,

Have vou resd "The long Grass" by Tony Lawman he was a& District Officer at Nemwmla and

a friend of mine, in that book you will find a chapter entitled ¥ Vaughan of the Kafue "
and I think s photograph xserdwmy or two taken at Npome hut I cannot remember as I think
my Grandaushier in Paris has the book but it does give an outlins of my 1life 4o some
sxtent,

Have you read "White Mischief" by James Fox{ Jonathan Cape. Iondon ) this T onlv mention
25 it hapvens I knew most of the orincipal charscters in it. It is a true investigetion
of the murder of the Barl of Erroll in Kenya, and I knew most of the people involved

and I assure you tha onece you have started it yvou will not put it down till finished, This
mirder was never solved altho Broughton stood trial but was scruitted, I knew them so well
and have mp own opinion, and other shooting episodes in it absolutely true and I knew the
neople concerned personslly, do get it and t2ll me,




& I notice that I have never said snyrthings about Rifles, not that it metters much
now becanse 211 the beautiful guns made by British Mekers are a thing of the nast,

of course in one's vouth one started out with a xi@¥x .303, a completely worthlees
rifle for Game but one shot a lot of Game 211 the same, then we gradusted to the Mauser
rifles gay from 6,5mm upwards all far too small of course, the best of all the Meusers
was and verhape £till is the 9,3 but no experienced Hunter would ever use them and T
mean this. MY first clasey rifle wes 8 Righy three £ifty meenum which he built for me
and which I thonsht was so wonderful ! snd it certainly killed well but still oo licht,
thers were many in thot olass but all tos light., Then came the.d04 mn eweellent Medium
rifle but only Hedium remember then the Righy 136 sxcellent hut still on the lisht side,
and T consider 2ll $oo light unbil you come to the .450's and over; these arve the idesls.
I had the most beautiful Righy 470 what a lovely thing if I hed it today it would be
worth perhaps £30,000 and verhaps priceless, from thers upwards 2ll the heavy Bnglish
rifles by best mekers were wonderful, howver the rifle I considered to have been my
absolute favourite was the (450 No.2 it had a rlchtly heavier charge than the ,470%s and
a A85 grain bullet instead of the usual “00 zrain, in fact perhave ons might eall it a
magrnum AR0 Low chamber pressure and reccil, vhat a lovely rifle, Much controversy as

you know about the merits of megszine or double rifles, Once you heve used a double vou
will NEVER use anvthing slge, much controvergy as you know about = doubls or single in

2 dangerous situation BUT I assure you that if you are REALLY in danger you will have time
for only one shot, think that one out and you will know I am right, if you have time for
more than one shot the danwer ( as T have maid elsevhere ) is more apnarent than vresl !
The larger ocalibres in the Mauser range are worthless,
The 375 Magrum, I have never understood the porularity that this rifle schieved, I could
not KILL with it and the claim tha it would fire three different bullet weights with
erual zccuracy was of course noncense,

The jov of using » top class shotgun or rifle by 2 top class ﬁri*&ish maker im
something nobody but s connoisseur can understand, the handling and ballance and finish
is 811 and evervthing ut of conrse not understood in this country, vhere robody bub

NOBODY inkes any ocare of anvthing ! their motor cars or anrthing =lse,



