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DAN WESSON TURNS 50
A CELEBRATION OF ORIGINS — AND EXCELLENCE!
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Dan Wesson, great-grandson of the original Daniel B. Wesson, had a different idea. Not only

was he part of the original Wesson family he also served many years as plant superintendent

of Smith & Wesson. So we can say he had both heredity and environment working in his

favor. With the anti-gun hysteria of the 1960s leading to the Gun Control Act of 1968, it was

not out of the possibility we would soon see a restriction on the number of guns one could

own. Dan Wesson’s idea addressed this possible problem.

Dan left Smith & Wesson in the late 1960s to form his own company. His idea was to use one

revolver frame that would accept different barrels and cylinders, allowing several cartridges

to be fired from the same basic gun. He downsized his ideas somewhat though, possibly

because of the liability involved if someone should match up the wrong barrel and cylinder.

Instead he stayed with the switch barrel idea allowing several different barrel lengths to be

used on the same revolver, without having to use a barrel vise to affect the change.

His design consisted of a barrel threaded at both ends to allow it to be installed in the frame

by hand. It was then set to the proper barrel/cylinder gap, fitted over with a barrel shroud,

and locked into place with a nut at the end of the muzzle. This latter step was done with a

special wrench supplied with each revolver. This arrangement resulted in exceptional

accuracy. In addition to the barrel set up, Dan did away with the standard grip frame,

replacing it with a stud. This allowed a one-piece grip to be fitted over the stud and locked

in place from the bottom. This had the advantage of being able to tailor-size the grip to the

individual shooter.

The First One

That first Dan Wesson, the Model 12, with the barrel nut

sticking out of the end of the barrel and shroud, was as

homely as Aunt Minnie. This was soon addressed by placing

the nut inside the shroud, adding greatly to the appearance.

Along with the most usable grips ever offered on a double-

action sixgun, Dan Wesson revolvers also had an

exceptionally high-polished bright blue finish. The addition

of a full under-lug barrel also added to the appearance. The

.357 Magnum Model 15 was one of the most prevalent

revolvers found on the Long Range Silhouette line in the

early days.

Dan Wesson would go on to produce both blue and

stainless revolvers not only in .357 Magnum, but also in .22

Long Rifle, .32-20, and .32 Magnum on the medium frame

revolver; .41 Magnum, .44 Magnum and .45 Colt in the

large frame revolver; and also a stretch-frame version for

the longer SuperMag cartridges, .357, .375, .414 and .445.

There was even a small-framed L’il Dan .38 Special pocket

revolver as well as the very rare Model 460 and Model 360.

The latter used a cartridge length between the .357

Magnum and the .357 SuperMag.

Unfortunately the Wesson family lost the company as it

went through four owners and then fortunately was

purchased by CZ-USA, saving it from disappearing

altogether. With the acquisition by CZ the focus changed

from revolvers to semi-automatics, with the result being

some of the best factory produced 1911s offered today. Dan

Wesson had ridden the crest of the wave of Long Range

Silhouetting and when this wave subsided Dan Wesson lost

most of their customers. CZ-USA knew 1911s could be

made easier and quicker than revolvers, and they could also

be sold for a greater profit, so by 2003 Dan Wesson had

basically changed from a revolver manufacturer to a

company producing fine 1911s.

Here, Dan Wesson’s Model 715 is nestled with a Benchmade Griptillian folder and SureFire Stiletto light.
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The 1911s
The first new Dan Wesson 1911 models were given the name Patriot and offered in two

versions, the adjustable sighted Expert and the Combat Carry Marksman. Both were offered

in either a brushed stainless finish or chrome moly blue. My first Wesson Patriot was an

Expert with a deep blue finish. Features of that first pistol were extensive. They included a

Series ’70s-style forged frame, beavertail grip safety, Commander-style hammer,

lowered/flared ejection port, external extractor, slanted cocking serrations on both the front

and rear, matte finish on the top of the slide and dovetailed sights consisting of a front post

and fully adjustable rear sight. It almost goes without saying this was an exceptionally

accurate 1911 and has served me well for nearly 15 years now.

To celebrate 50 years of Dan Wessons, CZ-USA is offering a special 50th Anniversary Limited

Edition .45 ACP 1911. Even though this is a 50th Anniversary Commemorative it’s also a full

working .45 ACP. No plastics here; all-steel construction for which I say a hearty thank you.

The base gun is the standard Dan Wesson 1911 with a 5″ barrel, fitted with excellent sights.

The rear sight is a Tactical Night Sight matched up with a gold bead front sight. Often gold

beads are mismatched to a rear sight with a square notch. What I particularly like about the

Dan Wesson sighting arrangement is the fact the rear notch is a “U” mating perfectly with

the round bead, easy to see and pick up quickly. Both sites are mounted in a dovetail with

the rear sight locked in place by a screw.

The barrel is match grade and the safeties are typical .45 ACP consisting of a serrated thumb

safety and a mandatory, for me, high beavertail grip safety with a notch in the top to accept

the cocked Commander-style hammer. The flat mainspring housing is checkered, and the

magazine release operates positively dropping the magazine with a touch of the button. Two

flush-fitting (thank you!) 7-round magazines are supplied.

Here, Dan Wesson’s Model 715 is nestled with a Benchmade Griptillian 
folder and SureFire Stiletto light.

This tool secures the barrel nut on the muzzle.

Raising The Bar

The embellishments for this 50th Anniversary .45 ACP

consist of a deep blue finish much like found on the Dan

Wesson revolvers in the 1980s, and scroll engraving on the

polished Nitride slide. Scroll engraving is also found at the

back of the slide behind the cocking serrations and other

areas. The grips are special faux-ivory G10 with gold Dan

Wesson emblems inlaid in both grip panels. There is also a

gold DW at the bottom of the beavertail on the memory

bump and a gold 50th on the recoil spring cap.

Dan Wesson describes this as “... a very special Dan Wesson

1911. Understated class was the theme of the bill, with

tasteful engraving on slide and frame, a high-polish nitride

finish to resemble a quality deep blue. G10 grips have the

look of ivory.” Dan Wesson says this is “one of the classiest

Dan Wessons made to date.” I can’t argue with that.

This .45 is not just another pretty face but a full-working

1911. To this end the excellent sights are mated up with an

excellent trigger with no creep and a pull just under four

lbs.; something rare with many production 1911s these

days. Nothing has to be done to make this .45 ready to

shoot. I like it so well I ran it with two dozen different

factory loads, traveling the full gamut from 135-gr. Black

Hills Honey Badgers up to and including 230-gr. FMJs and

JHPs from several manufacturers. It performed flawlessly

with everything I tried. This really is a first-class gun.

Shooting Specifics
Sights were basically dead on for elevation and only required to be moved slightly to the

right for windage. The most accurate loads proved to be the Black Hills 185-gr. Barnes TAC-

XP +P and the Black Hills 185-gr. JHP, both grouping five shots in 3/4″ at 20 yards. The HPR

185-gr. JHP with a 7/8″ group and the Buffalo Bore 185-gr. FMJ-FN with a 1″ group added

to the magic. The new American Eagle Syntech 230-gr. Range Ammo also grouped in 1″ for

five shots and the SIG SAUER 200-gr. JHP was just over 1″. Consistent accuracy across the

board.

%

ONL INE  EXCLUS IVE :  MATCHES ,  SWI TCHES  &  HANDLOAD ING N ICHES !

A I R G U N  OT H E R  R E V O LV E R S  R I M F I R E  S E M I - A U TO

        H A N D G U N SH A N D G U N S A M M OA M M O G E A RG E A R D I S C O V E RD I S C O V E R E X P E R T SE X P E R T S V I D E OV I D E O S H O PS H O P S U B S C R I B ES U B S C R I B E P O D C A S TP O D C A S T &

https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=1657066&setID=439115&channelID=0&CID=601301&banID=521640309&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=1594568&adSize=556x600&mt=1704379487369478&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=36a46cb5a4dc43e5ee492a106491e98b03075ebe&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=2097701&setID=439113&channelID=0&CID=767436&banID=521636307&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=2022775&adSize=556x600&mt=1704379487369588&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=a974a3bf4240ef6dee1fa524ceb7fa80f1458760&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=1959030&setID=438064&channelID=0&CID=717805&banID=521639510&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=1887463&adSize=1173x300&mt=1704379487364905&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=8ccd176853eba00e1e7b79455c9379fee869c468&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=2097895&setID=375061&channelID=0&CID=767509&banID=521636322&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=2022960&adSize=1173x100&mt=1704379487369459&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=216e3038dda860773b4f80f333bfda4cf82c0e73&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=1650371&setID=375061&channelID=0&CID=600973&banID=521324448&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=1588058&adSize=1173x100&mt=1704379487369497&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=2a1f0774c137abb17c5a872c9d392fd0e0b195c0&location=
https://americanhandgunner.com/post_volume_issues/2019
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-50th-14.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-spread.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-50th-16.jpg
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=1713025&setID=377390&channelID=0&CID=625812&banID=520600248&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=1648699&adSize=229x600&mt=1704379487362553&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=605b2beb09e5f25d299a3da3a87a434d1929afa8&location=
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-50th-12.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-revolv-3.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-revolv-2.jpg
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=173788&plid=1713025&setID=377390&channelID=0&CID=625812&banID=520600248&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&scheduleID=1648699&adSize=229x600&mt=1704379487362653&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Famericanhandgunner.com%2Fhandguns%2Fdan-wesson-turns-50%2F&hc=8d42077cc1a39781260a966831e949559e242284&location=
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-50th-7.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HMJ19-DanWesson-50th-9.jpg
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/discover/exclusives/
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/handguns/airgun/
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/handguns/other/
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/handguns/revolvers/
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/handguns/rimfire/
https://americanhandgunner.com/category/handguns/semi-auto-handguns/
https://americanhandgunner.com/


Revolvers Too!
Dan Wesson/CZ-USA has not abandoned its roots. In addition to their 1911 models they are

also offering the Model 715 stainless steel .357 Magnum revolver. It has the trademark

heavy underlug barrel with fully adjustable sights and a full-length barrel rib. It’s also fitted

with rubber finger groove grips. This new gun is just as accurate, maybe more so, than the

original Model 15. I fired 30 different loads through this new Dan Wesson.

With 12 different factory loads ranging in weight from 125 to 180 grains the average group

for five shots at 20 yards was under 1″! My .357 Magnum handloads averaged right at 1″

too. I was especially pleased with my loads assembled with the Lyman/Thompson

#358156GC, giving groups of well under an inch too. Dan Wesson still knows how to build

revolvers!

These were top quality guns and a genuine pleasure to test!

For more info: https://www.danwessonfirearms.com, Ph: (607) 336-1174

Purchase A PDF Download Of The American Handgunner May/June 2019 Issue
Now!
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WE THINK YOU'D BE INTERESTED IN THIS, TOO

IN A BL INK

This column is dedicated to my cousin

Brian, who complains my stories have

too many words and not enough

pictures as we ease into 2024. So,

Brian, this...
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READ  FULL  ART ICLE

TR I J ICON RMR HD. . .

From Trijicon, the RCR (Ruggedized

Closed Reflex) sealed pistol red dot

with RMR footprint is waterproof to

66′, and built to absorb recoil and

other...
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“ I  G IVE  YOU. . .

Eve Gordon was the most compelling

public speaker I have ever heard. A

small-statured elderly woman with a

pronounced limp and an impeccably

gorgeous...
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